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October  2011 
The Warrensburg-Latham Community School District #11 is dedicated to academic excellence through the cultivation of individual strengths and talents in a 

supportive environment, so that each student may be prepared to meet the challenge of a changing world. 

SUPERINTENDENTôS MESSAGE 

We are busy with Phase II of our construction this fall. Phase II includes work to the baseball and 

softball diamonds. Phase II also involves the construction of additional classrooms, a lab, workspace, 

and offices for the high school. Construction crews are beginning to work on the new addition and 

Ameren will be moving power lines within the next month. The construction is expected to be 

completed by June of 2012. As I mentioned in the Back to School newsletter, I hope there are no 

inconveniences to students, parents, and staff during this time, but there is always the possibility when 

construction is involved. I ask for your patience and understanding during this time.  

Some of you might be wondering how a school can afford new construction when the media reports that 

schools are struggling financially. The money used for this construction is coming from two sources. 

The first funding source is you, our community, when you passed a referendum in 2008 for the purpose 

of construction. The second funding source is from the Capital Development Board. Warrensburg-

Latham CUSD #11 was awarded almost $10 million dollars for the purpose of construction. The money 

from the Capital Development Board will be sent to the school as we meet different construction 

timeframes. We have already received a little over half of that money. Warrensburg-Latham CUSD #11 

was eligible to receive this money because of the generous support from our community through the 

referendum. These two sources of money have specific rules associated with them, and schools cannot 

use this money to educate students, pay teachers, or buy supplies. The money that we do receive from 

the State to educate our students, pay teachers, transport students and buy supplies has not been coming 

in a timely manner, if at all, and we do not always receive the full amount of money the state has 

indicated we should receive. 

It is hard to believe that we are past mid-terms for 1
st
 quarter. This is a great time of year to be in contact 

with your studentôs teacher(s) if you have any questions or concerns about how your student(s) are 

learning in school. All of our teachers want to support the learning of each of our students, so if you ever 

have any questions or concerns, please begin by calling or writing a note to the classroom teacher. I ask 

that you only contact the principal after you have tried to communicate and work with the classroom 

teacher. 

Every school in the district is working on improving the learning of students. On our most recent early 

dismissal, SIP day, staff looked at data of students and identified the areas that we are doing a great job 

at and the areas where we can improve. This time was really valuable for the staff since we should be 

using data to guide our instructional decision making. As a district we will be focusing on best practices 

to help our students learn. 

On a personal note, I have been in many classrooms on a regular basis and continue to be impressed 

with our students. I have observed our students be engaged in learning; being kind to one another, staff 

and guests in the building; and taking pride in our school. I am so proud of how our students support one 

another whether it is in the classroom or on the field/court. Keep up the great work students! 

 

With W-L Cardinal Pride, 

Kristen Kendrick, Superintendent
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 
      1 

10 a.m. SO vs. 
Williamsville  

8-11 p.m. Homecoming 

Dance 

2 
 

3 
6 p.m. JVFB vs. Meridian  
6 p.m. MSGB vs. CAM 

4 
4:30 p.m. SO @ Monticello 
6 p.m. MSGB @ Clinton  

6 p.m. VB vs. A-O Volley 

for a Cure  

5 
 

6 
4:30 p.m. SO vs. St. Teresa 
Senior Night  

6 p.m. FFB vs. CAM  

6 p.m. MSGB @ A-O  
6 p.m. VB @ CAM   

7 
7 p.m. FB @ CAM 
TBA SO @ Jacksonville 

Tourney  

8 
TBA-SO @ Jacksonville 
Tourney  

9 10 
PSAT 
6 p.m. JVFB @ CAM 

TBA SO Regional 

11 
Parent Teacher 

Conference 1:50 

Dismissal (3-6:30 p.m.) 

6 p.m. VB vs. Tuscola  

 

 

12 
Parent Teacher 

Conference 1:50 

Dismissal (2:30-6:30 p.m.) 

13 
6 p.m. FFB vs. A-O 

6 p.m. MSGB @ Sullivan 

6 p.m. VB @ Meridian 

14 
No School Teacher 

Inservice 

7 p.m. FB @ A-O 

15 
TBA VB Macon County 

Tournament @ WL 

16 17 
6 p.m. JVFB @ A-O 

6 p.m. MSGB @ Lincoln  

18 
Newsletter Deadline 
3:15 p.m. PTO Mtg. 

6 p.m. VB vs. M-F 

19 
6 p.m. Athletic Booster 

Club Meeting 

7 p.m. 6-12 Choir Concert 

20 
6 p.m. FFB @ M-F 

6 p.m. MSGB vs. Meridian  

6 p.m. VB vs. Shelbyville 
Senior Night 

21 
7 p.m. FB vs. M-F Senior 

Night 

22 
10 a.m. JVFB vs. M-F  

TBA MSGB OKAW 

Tournament 7th @ M-F 8th 
@ Shelbyville 

23 24 
TBA MSGB OKAW 

Tournament 7th @ M-F 8th 
@ Shelbyville 

25 
3:15 p.m. EMS Faculty 

Mtgs. 
TBA MSGB OKAW 

Tournament 7th @ M-F 8th 

@ Shelbyville 

26 
7:30 p.m. School Board 

Meeting 

TBA VB IHSA Regional  

27 
7:20 a.m. HS Faculty Mtg. 

TBA MSGB OKAW 
Tournament 7th @ M-F 8th 

@ Shelbyville 

28 29 
 

30 31 
1:45 pm. ES Halloween 

Parade 
6 p.m. MSGB vs. Riverton  

     

 2011  

October  
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JULY/AUGUST BOARD BRIEFS 
July 27, 2011 

 Regular and executive meeting minutes from June 15, 2011 were approved. 

 December 2009 executive session recording tape was approved to be disposed of and written 

minutes retained.  

 Approved the bills for July 2011. 

 Set the budget hearing date for September 28, 2011. 

 Reviewed and accepted the changes to the 2011-12 Coaches Handbook. 

 Named Kristen Kendrick as a secondary FOIA officer. 

 Employed Maxine Keeney as a full time cook. 

 Employed Amy Thompson as a full time cook. 

 Employed Christine Bruckner as the High School Cheerleading Coach. 

 Employed Joe Sawyer as an Assistant High School Football Coach. 

 Employed Suzann Schenkel as a bus driver. 

 Accepted the resignation of Tracy Cearlock as a softball coach. 

 Various informational items were discussed. 

August 24, 2011 

 Regular and executive meeting minutes from July 27, 2011 were approved. 

 January 13, 2010 and January 27, 2010 executive session recording tapes were approved to be 

disposed of and written minutes retained.   

 Approved the bills for August 2011.  A check to Mid-States General & Mechanical Contracting was 

voided and re-issued based on the amount of work that they have completed on Phase I of the 

building project.   

 Mrs. Jennifer Hair, Reading Recovery teacher, gave a report sharing the number of 1
st
 grade students 

she served during the 2010-11 school year and highlighting the studentsô success 

 Mr. Keith Hackl gave an update on all of the summer projects that were completed this summer 

 Approved Illinois Route 121 as a safety hazard for children walking to school and students on the 

east side of the highway require transportation.   

 Approved a wireless backhaul to meet the districtôs needs for access to the internet.   

 Appointed Zach Campbell as the 7
th
 grade boysô basketball coach. 

 Employed Ashley Kidd as a teacherôs aide effective immediately.   

 Approved a family medical leave for Kimberly Dubbelde.   

 Employed Justin Baer as a long term substitute for Kimberly Dubbelde 

 Employed Tracy Baum as a part time cook, effective immediately.   

 Increased Leanne Terneus, a PreK aide, from 5.5 hours per day to 6.5 hours per day.   

 Approved Selective Insurance to cover the districtôs property, general liability, crime, inland marine, 
commercial auto and umbrella insurance.   

 Approved BrickStreet Insurance for the districtôs workerôs compensation insurance. 

 Approved Darwin Insurance for the districtôs school board legal liability coverage.   

 Various informational items were discussed 
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HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 

This note is written the week following midterms. It is hard to believe that we are starting the 6
th
 week 

of the school year. The midterm notices went out Friday, September 16. This newsletter contains the 

forms required to sign-up for Parent/Teacher conferences in October. Please take advantage of this 

chance to meet with your studentôs teachers. Staff will be making contact as well to try and fill their 

schedules. 

 

We expect to have school pictures back soon. If your student missed picture day or did not have a form 

completed, there will be a second chance on retake day. We will post that date on the website and 

publicize it at school.  

 

Fall sports are in full swing. Please take advantage of the opportunities to see the students compete this 

fall. They are working very hard to put a solid product on the courts/fields this year. 

 

Lunch account balances have been running pretty well thus far. A reminder to your students to check 

this balance and make sure that it stays current. Students receiving free/reduced lunch qualify for free 

breakfast as well. They may take advantage of this in the all purpose room in the morning before school.  

 

First quarter ends on October 14. That day is a full day institute for staff with no student attendance. 

Report cards will be distributed on Friday, October 21 at the end of the day. 

 

Thanks for all you do to support WL Schools. 

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  

 

Ken Hatcher 

672-3531 Ext. 3071 or khatcher@wl.k12.il.us 

 

INTERNET SAFETY FOR PARENTS 

Our society is quickly becoming defined by advancing technologies which allow us to communicate, 

entertain, and educate more efficiently and effectively. This technology is also associated with many 

potential dangers that can harm both children and adults unless we learn to recognize them and protect 

ourselves.   

 

This presentation will help parents and guardians to recognize potential online dangers, recommend 

types of parental controls, and review strategies of appropriate online etiquette. Participants will get 

specific instructions, tools, and advice to help protect children.  

 

Wednesday, October 5, 2011 

6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

Warrensburg-Latham Elementary School Library 

 

To reserve a seat for the presentation, please contact Adria Hale, Technology Assistant, at 672-3321 ext. 

3040 or email at halea@wl.k12.il.us  

mailto:khatcher@wl.k12.il.us
mailto:halea@wl.k12.il.us
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Thomas P. Schneider 

Sheriff, Macon County 
333 S. Franklin St. 

Decatur, Illinois  62523 
 

 

ABUSED SUBSTANCES IN MACON COUNTY 
 

 The Macon County Sheriffôs Office and county school districts would like to introduce and 

educate parents to substances being abused within our schools and communities.  You may have heard 

news reports about these substances, but may not really understand them or their popularity.  This letter 

will attempt to familiarize you with information as to what these substances are, how it is easily 

accessible by your child, and the effects they can cause. 

 

 These substances were never intended for human consumption, but now it is growing in 

popularity; because of its availability and appearance to be a legal ñhighò that many falsely believe it to 

be safe. These substances are sold legally over the counter in local convenience stores and specialty 

shops as ñherbal incenseò or ñbath saltsò and distributed under many different names.  Names such as 

ñK2ò, ñVIPò, ñBlack Magic Smokeò, ñKushò, ñWonderlandò and ñSpiceò are herbs and spices sprayed 

or laced with a synthetic compound chemically similar to tetrahydrocannibinol (THC) the psychoactive 

ingredient in marijuana.  In fact, it got the name K2 from the second highest mountain in the world 

named K2 summit to describe it second to real marijuana though the K2 high is more harmful.  ñBath 

saltsò are commonly referred to as ñsynthetic cocaine, meth or ecstasyò and are marketed under names 

such as ñIvory Snowò, ñCloud 9ò, ñOceanò, ñWhite Lightningò, ñWhite Doveò, ñVanilla Skyò, and 

ñBlissò.    

 

 These substances are being sold over the counter at local convenience stores and gas stations 

within Decatur and surrounding towns.  The substances can even be bought online and mailed to your 

residence.  The substances are packaged and sold by weight in small round containers or sealed square 

packs.  The weights are in grams from 1.5g, 2.5g, 5g and 10 grams.  The price range varies from $10 to 

$30 depending on how many grams purchased.  Some retailers state that you have to be 18 years of age 

to buy the product, but right now there is no law requiring an age limit.  The manufacturers are not 

required to list the ingredients on the packaging.  To avoid any ethical or public scrutiny by the Food 

and Drug Administration (FDA), the manufacturers include the phrase ñNot for human consumptionò or 

other similar phrases on the packaging.  Some manufacturers have even added more phrases to the 

packaging to ease the minds of the buyer and seller. 

 

 In March of 2011, the FDA banned five chemical ingredients found in the ñsynthetic cannabisò 

products.  Those chemical ingredients are: JWH-018, JWH-073, JWH-200, CP-47, 497 and 

cannabicyclohexanol. The State of Illinois also passed a law effective January 1, 2011, bans the same 

chemical ingredients.  The manufacturers of ñsynthetic cannabisò discontinued their products containing 

the banned ingredients and in return sprayed new synthetic chemical compounds on their product 

making their product legal.  The manufacturer also includes the phrase or similar phrase on the package 

that the product ñDoes not contain JWH-018, JWH-073, JWH-200, CP-47, 497 and 

cannabicyclohexanol.ò   
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 ñBath saltsò contain methylenedioxypyrovalerone (MDPV) or mephedrone, which are both 

considered to be stimulants.  MDVP appears as pure white to light-brown powder.  ñBath saltsò are 

ingested by snorting, orally ingesting, smoking it, intravenously, or even inserted rectally.  ñSynthetic 

Cannabisò is commonly ingested by smoking it.  

 

 At first, these products were not able to be traced through urine testing, but as of May 2011, 

researchers have developed a new urine test for detecting and quantifying some of the metabolites 

associated with synthetic cannabis.  The Sheriffôs Office hopes these test become more readily available 

as many students choose to abuse these substances because of its difficulty to trace.   

 

 I asked St. Maryôs Hospital Chief Medical/ Chief Quality Officer Maria Granzotti, MD, CPE to 

explain from a medical standpoint the health effects of ingesting these substances.  She writes; 

 

Bath Salts: Resources are concerned with the effects of the bath salts as stimulants being as powerful as 

methamphetamines (commonly referred to as Meth).  Extremely concerning are the potential side effects 

of hallucinations, intense cravings, paranoia, elevated heart rates, and suicidal thoughts.  Some patient 

care givers are finding these patients having binged on these a few days prior to presenting to an 

emergency room. 

 

K2:  Resources are concerned with effects including vomiting, hallucinations, seizures, low blood 

pressure and agitation to name a few from smoking the substance.  It is felt to be much more active, 

approximately 10 times more active than the active ingredient in marijuana, meaning, a much smaller 

amount can produce stronger effects. 

 

Even more so, the multiple unknowns of what other toxic substances are laced into the salts and K2 

make treating such patients that much more difficult.  The interaction of other unknown manufacturing 

substances and also the potential for alcohol use alongside these make them even that much more 

dangerous.  

 

 Whatever the future may hold for the legality of these substances in Illinois and across the 

Nation are unknown including the long term side effects of using these substances.  It is the hope of the 

Macon County Sheriffôs Office and county schools that our local retailers will cease all further sales of 

these types of products in the best interest of our students and family members.  We encourage all 

parents to be aware of the fact that these products exist, are sold locally and online and are easily 

accessible to our young people.  We urge all parents to educate themselves and their students further on 

these substances.  For more information and on what the substances look like, do a Google image search 

of ñsynthetic cannabisò and ñbath saltsò. 

 

 

 

 

    

  Sheriff Thomas Schneider    Deputy Timothy Hoffman  

   
 

09/16/11 

 
Emergency Assistance (217) 424-1311           *          Administration (217) 424-1321          *          Jail (217) 424-1341 
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Warrensburg - Latham High School 

Parent - Teacher Conferences  
 

 

Tuesday, October 11       3:00 - 6:30 PM  

Wednesday, October 12                   2:30 - 6:00 PM  

 
Dear Parent/Guardian,  

 

Warrensburg -Latham High School will be holding PARENT- TEACHER CONFERENCES on 

Tuesday, October 11, from 3:00 -6:30 p.m. and Wednesday, October 12, from 2:30 -6:00 p.m..  In 

some cases, staff may offer an alternate date and/or meeting times.  To set  up high school 

appointments ,  please complete the form in this newsletter and return to the office by 

Friday, October 7.  

 

PARENT- TEACHER CONFERENCES will offer you, the parents, a better understanding of the 

current academic progress of your child.  Our intention is to provide the teachers  the opportunity 

to meet with the parents and discuss your childõs education at Warrensburg-Latham High.  

 

All parents of high school students are invited to attend.  We recommend that you take 

advantage of this opportunity to understand and improve upon your childõs educational program.  

We encourage you to schedule an appointment and attend.  We regret that w e must limit 

conferences to 15 minutes ; however, in order to accommodate more parents the opportunity to 

meet with more teachers, the time limitation is necessary.  

 

We request that ONLY PARENTS attend the PARENT -TEACHER CONFERENCES.  Students, 

brothers, a nd sisters are requested NOT to attend because of potential distractions during the 

conference.  

 

This would be a good time to make an appointment with the counselor regarding college, financial 

aid or next yearõs schedule.  

 

We welcome your suggestions for  future Parent -Teacher Conferences.  A suggestion box will be 

located in the front lobby.  Please take time to let us know how we can better serve you at our 

conferences.   

 

Sincerely,  
 

Ken Hatcher    Paul  Hoffman      Joe Calendo                        

Principal                                Assistant Principal                 Guidance Counselor  
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Warrensburg - Latham  

Community Unit School District Number 11  

425 W. North Street  

Warrensburg, Illinois 62573  

 

W- L High School Parent -Teacher Conferences  
 

__________________________  

    ( Your studentõs name) 

 

Please indicate one to three  high school academic teachers  (English, Math, Science, Social 

Studies, Foreign Language) with whom you desire a conference.  

 

________________ __ ____     _________________ __ ___     ______________ __ ______  

             (Teacher)                                   (Teacher)                                      (Teacher)  

 

Please indicate one to three  high school fine arts, physical ed/health, or vocational  

(business, home economics, industrial tech) teachers with who m you desire a conference.  

 

_____________ __ _______     ______________ ________     ______ __ ______________  

            (Teacher)                                       (Teacher)                                     (Teacher)  

 

The high school office will coordinate appointments with high school teachers.  

 

We will schedule appointments in 15 -minute time blocks.  Indicate ( X) three general time periods 

that you can be available for conference.  

 

Tuesday, October 11                                                  Wednesday, October 12  
 ____ 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.                                     ____  2:30 - 3:00 p.m. 

 ____ 4:00 ð 5:00 p.m.                                                         ____  3:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

____  5:00 ð 6:00 p.m.                                                         ____  4:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

____  6:00 ð 6:30 p.m.                                                         ____  5:00 ð 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

Please return this form to WLHS  by Friday, October 7, 2011  

 

___________________________________ ____________ __ SIGNATURE OF PARENT  

 

Email address____________________________________________ __________ ____  

 

You will receive a confirmation, with specific appointed times, by email.  




